
COMMERCE YEAR 10 Computer Lab Activity:  Participation in the democratic process 

1. Go to the Australian Electoral Commission Website:  www.aec.gov.au THEN Go to ‘Enrol to Vote’ (right 

hand nav) THEN Go to FAQ’s => Is voting compulsory -  and read the info on the page 

2. Click on “How to complete the House of Representatives ballot paper.” Copy the first paragraph on the 

page into your book then read through the page and record what makes a vote INFORMAL 

3. Scroll down to the ‘SEE ALSO’  and click on Voting – Senate 

4. Copy down the information that appears under the heading ‘Half and full Senate elections’ then read 
through the rest of the information on the page which should be familiar to you. 

5. Go to the ‘See Also’ at the bottom of the page and select Frequently asked questions about voting 
within Australia You can click and read any of the information there but write brief answers to the 
following: 

 Why are pencils not pens used for voting? 
 What is a scrutineer? 
 Can we set up a stall outside the polling place? 
 How secure are the ballot boxes? 

If finished – find out information about where in the world voting is compulsory & the arguments for such a rule. 
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